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Charles V.'s valiant defence of Europe against the
Turks was continued by Prince Eugene under Charles VI.,
Maria Theresa's father. The fact, furthermore, that
Charles V. was the King of Spain, later caused the Wars
of the Spanish Succession which so profoundly affected
Maria Theresa's life. None of her ancestors had a
greater influence on Maria Theresa's career than
Charles V.; his rule profoundly affected her own.

No biography of Charles VI., Maria Theresa's father,
has been published for many years because, despite a
life full of exciting outward experiences, he remained
dull, a typical example of that *' Austrian phlegm"
which so often bored his foreign contemporaries who
visited Vienna. Again and again, this rather short
man, whose chief outward characteristic was his sallow
skin and a protruding lower lip, a " Habsburg lip " in
the extreme, confronted unexpected and dramatic
situations, but they did not disturb his pedantry. His
sluggish temperament was not moved by the most
stirring upheavals, and his spirit remained untouched.
He seemed to be a man without violent personal im-
pulses, and " even in the ardours of youth," we are told,
" he never deviated into any glaring excesses." He
had no sense of humour; " he remained serious even
when he smiled." When as a youth he was in England
at the Court of Queen Anne, she and her followers were
struck by his " precautions gravity."

For thirty-seven years Charles was a ruling monarch,
first of Spain and then of Austria, and during twenty-one
years of this period his country was at war, chiefly
against Turkey and France. He was not really warlike
at heart, but, like all the Habsburgs, he was dominated
by a passionate desire to k$ep his family inheritance